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OF MERM/
AND CITIES

MY GREAT-GRANDMOTHER
WAS AN AMA, A PEARL DIVER

FROM THE SHORES OF

HONSHU IN ]APAN.
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MY SOSOBO WAs A SLIP OF ,

GIRL WHO COULD DIVE DOW,

A QUARTER OF A MILE, HOtD

HER BREATH FOR TEN MINU-
AND SURFACE AGAIN.
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AND THE PEARL sHE IOUND
WHEN sHE WAs A GIRI --
IT WAs ROUND AND PERFECT,

THE SIZE OF HER FIST.

I KNEW THE STORIES WERE
ONLY HAIF TRUE, BUT I LOVED

THEM ]UsT THE SAME.
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A GIRL OF MAGIC, CLUTCHING

THE MOON AND GTINTING
WITH THE SEA.
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ON THAT GREAT DAY. Sr.r

SPOTTED BY A FISHERM

SOON AFTER, THEY WEi
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sHE GAVE BIRTH TO MY GRANDFATHER,

WHO HAD A SON AND A DAUGHTER.

THEY HAD TWO CHILDREN:

MY BASY BROTHER. HENRY

HIROSHI HAKATA...

THE sON WAS MY FATHER.

WHO MOVED TO AMERICA.

HE MARRIED MY MOTHER,
WHOSE FAMITY HAD LIVED IN

HAWAII FOR FOUR GENERATIONS.
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